
Vol. 20 No. 8                          www.mvus.org                  October 2006 

 

On account of covering Microwave Update 2006, which took place on  19-22 Oct  in 
Dayton, Ohio at the Holiday Inn Dayton North, this newsletter runs one week late! 
We apologize for this delay! Our October Meeting, largely dealing with wrapping up the 
conference already took place last Friday (10-27) 

 

Club Memorial Call  W8KSE   10 & 3.4 GHZ Beacon, presently in Repair. 

MVUS Sunday Net at 14:30 GMT (currently at 9:30 AM local time, EDT).  The net frequencies are 
primarily 144.280 Mc and 28.960 Mc.   

 
 

Contents 
   De N8ZM………………………………………………….. 3 
   This and That………………………………………………. 4 

Microwave Update, some numbers and other facts……… 5 
Microwave Update Photos by Gerd, WB8IFM…………… 6 
Microwave Update  Report………………………………… 7 
Microwave Update Banquet Pictures by Steve, K8UD…… 8 
Microwave Update  Noise Figure Measurements………….10     

 
 
 

The first annual “Microwave Achievement Award”, the Earl Price Award, jointly created by 
the Midwest VHF/UHV Society (MVUS) and the Midamerica Microwave Society (MAMS) 
was given to Jeff Kruth,WA3ZKR  at the MUD Banquet.  
This award is being presented in memory of Earl Price, W8MGJ.  Earl designed, constructed 
and operated microwave systems.  According to Earl’s son, Terry Price, K8ISK, Earl was an 
exemplary Elmer to all microwave enthusiasts!  He consistently showed outstanding 
achievement on the microwave bands. There was never a question or problem that he didn’t 
cheerfully address for his fellow hams. 
 

Upcoming Events   Nov 18/19  Fort Wayne Hamfest 
 
 



De N8ZM 
 
Well, it has been a week since MUD 2006, and I am still excited and awed by what was accomplished, not only 
in pulling the show together, but also in the amount of information that was shared in the presentations, and 
over drinks in the hospitality room and elsewhere. There will be statistics and pictures further back in this issue, 
so I won’t dwell on that here. Tom Williams’ Microwave Reflector has had many complimentary postings from 
folks who attended, and a couple who wish they had. 
 
Financially, we did well, and will be able to pass along the seed money that we received (and a little more) to 
the folks who will be organizing MUD 2007 in Philadelphia sometime in next October. We have already started 
sharing our experience with them, and they are quite interested in what we have learned.  
 
MVUS is blessed to have many talented and hard working members who pulled together to make the 
conference happen successfully. Mike Sch, Gerd, Steve, Red, Bruce, Mike M, Tony E, John A, John M and 
more.  Also we should mention several YL’s and XYL’s who helped out when it counted. 
 
Special thanks to John Human and Nancy Makely for staffing the registration table for hours at a time. In 
John’s case, he was fighting a pretty bad cold, or worse. As for Nancy, even though she isn’t an MVUS member 
she devoted many hours to the cause, and even arranged for some of the prizes. As they kids say: How Cool is 
that?!  
 
One of the things I am proud of, as an MVUS member, is that there were a half dozen papers by MVUS 
members presented and/or included in the Proceedings. Way to go, guys! Never mind that you were probably 
conscripted by a certain senior member who was in charge of the program, that is still a notable statistic, and 
you all did an excellent job. 
 
To change the subject (slightly), at the MUD Fleamarket, I found some printed circuit big wheel antennas made 
by Kent Britain, WA5VBA, for 1296 and 902 MHz. I bought a pair of each, with the idea that each pair could 
be stacked for use in our 1296 beacon, and possibly allowing us to add 902 in the same structure. Discussions 
with Kent and others indicated that other than some minor mechanical issues with making the electrical 
connections, and getting the phasing right, this would work out quite nicely. I have been advised that the tower 
climbing to put our beacon antenna up will likely not happen until Spring now, so we have some time to get this 
project ready without working in panic mode. If anyone has any ideas for how to resolve some of the 
mechanical issues, that would be terrific. I have been waiting to get this beacon in and on the air for a long time, 
and I hope that day is coming soon.  
 
In November, we agreed to meet on the Friday after Thanksgiving, the 24th. As for December, we will have 
our Holiday Party on the Friday after Christmas, which is the 29th. Both will be at the usual place. See you 
there! 
 
De Tom, N8ZM. 
 
 

Proceedings of “Microvave Update2006” are available for $ 20 which includes shipping from    
 

Gerd Schrick WB8IFM 
4741 Harlou Dr 

Dayton OH 45432-1618 



      This and That 10-06 
 
• Priorities. Here is an interesting statistic: On average we spend 9.7 % of our income on food, but spend 

16 % on health care.         [Newspaper] 
 

• Time and Space.   The biggest difference between time and space is that you can’t reuse time.   
          [Merrick L Furst] 
 

• Pop Art.  At an art exhibit I spotted a cell phone with a headset / boom mike and a pacifier draped over 
the mike. Took me a while, then I got it. Some people are as addicted to the cell phone as babies are to 
their pacifier.        [Gerd, WB8IFM] 

 
• Strong Field. The MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imaging) machine uses a magnetic field 60,000 times 

stronger than the earth’s magnetic field.      [Wikipedia] 
 

• Odd Ball Hybrid.  Using heat from the exhaust BMW heats water to generate steam to obtain about 14 
extra HP in a small steam engine.      [Frank Markus] 
 

• Super-Capacitor. When these became available years ago, the capacity was one or two Farad. Now a 
new series (DLR) is on the market that has capacities up to 200 Farads at 2.5 volts.      
               [Illinois Capacitor] 
 

• Log Cabins. I had my electric and telephone wires put underground as soon as we bought our house. 
Andy Rooney was commenting on the “ugliness” of the American city skyline with all those 50-foot 
poles and wires. His advice, put the wires underground and use the poles to build log cabins for the 
home less!          [Gerd, WB8IFM] 
 

• Stamp Collecting. All science is either physics or stamp collecting.          [Ernest Rutherford] 
 

• Does it keep Time? The Royal Oak is reinvented as a concept watch in celebration of it’s 30th 
anniversary.  The new design aesthetics are resolutely futuristic, stemming from cutting-edge 
technological research, with titanium and 602 alacrite materials … (goes on…. never mind how accurate 
it is)                   [Audemars Piguet]  
 

• Gunshot Detectors.  Installed on lamp poles they triangulate the location of gunfire during holidays or 
help in responding to “shots fired”  911 calls. Another piece of information: the caliber of the gun can be 
determined by its distinct noise spectrum.     [John Ambrose] 
 

• Internet Delusions. Thanks to the Internet it is now a snap to find a community of like minded believers 
to reinforce your delusions. The nuts it seems, are achieving critical mass.    [Eric Effron] 
 

• Physical Exercise.  I love the secret language of aerobic classes, in which you never perform anything 
so inelegant as a “squat”. It’s a “hip release” or a “plie,” better yet.    [Mary McCarty] 
 

• Out of the Mouth of Babes:  The Magna Carta provided that no free man should be hanged twice for 
the same offence.         
 

• And  Franklin invented electricity by rubbing cats backwards. He died in 1790 and is still dead.   
        
 

 



MUD-06 / Some Numbers 
 
It was with some trepidation that our club took on MUD 06 last year, and when the first reservations came 
trickling in, we were not sure whether we could meet the contracted minimum for the hotel. However, 
eventually everything fell in place, and now that the numbers are in and the major bills have been paid, we 
know the conference was a success. We had 110 registrations and 115 at the banquet. Everybody got at least 
one prize. Auctions and the flea market went over quite well and the hospitality room, sponsored by Down East 
Microwave, was a blast. Presentations were well received. Most of the time there were few empty seats. Major 
expenses were the hotel bill, the banquet and the books, which came to $ 6672.50. 
 
Prizes were donated by:  (List to the best of our knowledge, we apologize for omissions.) 
 
AMSAT   Books  
ARRL    Books  
Consolidated Electronics Prizes  
DUBUS    Subscription  

Back Issues  
IFWtech (GM3SEK)   Triode Board  
Dave Olean, K1WHS  2325LY Yagi  
Paul Wade, W1GHZ  Prize 
Al Ward, W5LUA  Prize  
MVUS     Membership  
NTMS    Membership  
 

N8NPX  Estate Prizes  
R and L  Electronics Prizes  
TAPR   Reflock II  
WA8WZG  Prizes  
WA5VJB  Prizes  
CQ-VHF  Subscription  
W2PED  Prizes  
Ohio Microwave Prizes 
 (W8ASA)  
Norio, JR3JZM  100W Ampl 
Jeff, WA3ZKR  Prizes 
 

Monetary Donations  were received from W3HMS,VE7CLD, JR3JZM,W9IIX, N3LAZ, W3EKT, VK5AXA & 
W9XA   DARA, the Dayton radio club, also donated $ 500. (Check is in the mail. Really!) 
We hope we didn’t leave anybody out! If so, our sincerest apology! 
 
Vendors Room.  Offering their wares in a separate room were: Down East Microwave, Ohio Microwave, 
Consolidated Electronics, Paul Drexler (Packrats) and AMSAT.  We had two last minute cancellations by West 
Mountain Radio and Hangar 18. Noise Figure Measurements were conducted Friday afternoon in that same 
room by Al Ward, W5LUA and Tony Emanuel, WA8RJF. There were no antenna measurements this year 
because of the layout of the hotel and parking lot was not suitable for that. 
 
Proceedings. 44 extra Proceedings were sold, bringing the total number for the event to 154.  Starting out with 
250, this leaves us with 96 copies of which NTMS received 32 and MVUS 64 to be sold to members and others.  
MVUS will donate 10 Proceedings to Universities, Colleges and local Public Libraries.  
 
Clark County:    Wittenberg University 
    Public Library 
Green County    Wright State University 
    Public Library 
Montgomery County  University of Dayton 
    Sinclair Community College 

ITT Technical Institute 
RETS Tech Center 

    Public Library (2) 
 
Food For Thought: We tried to attract local hams as well as students from the many local higher learning 
centers but with little success. Also the presentations were in general highly technical and not suited for a 
beginner. What do we learn from this particular facet of MUD. There ought to be a low cost one day seminar 
conducted by hams that have teaching experience combined with hands on demonstrations 
 
Finally, Next Year’s MUD (2007) will be in the Philadelphia area and hosted by the “Packrats”. 



 
Ed K9EQ   Freddy, ON6UG  Barry, VE4MA  Dave, G8HUP/ND8P 
 

 
Dave, K4TO                                John, W3HMS 

Getting ready for another presentation 
 

 



 
Noisefigure Measurement, Al, W5LUA and Tony, WA8RJF Al Ward, W5LUA 
 
Photos, WB8IFM 



Microwave Update 2006  By Gerd, WB8IFM 
 
Microwave Update 2006 in Dayton is history, and from all indications it was a success. Sure there were some 
glitches and unhappy moments, but overall we heard a lot of positive comments. 
 
Presentations / Proceedings   I had arranged 20 presentations for the two days, ten on Friday and ten on 
Saturday, grouped by subject matter. All went well on Friday but on Saturday, the scheduling got a little tight, 
as a couple of speakers went beyond their allotted time. I hated to drop any of these talks, since they had been 
added late and were not printed in the proceedings. Well, we squeezed them in fine and only dropped my own 
talk about the MVUS translator. Since it was well described in the proceedings, this was easy to bear. Time 
wise we ran to about 5:20 PM and everybody stayed to the end  to hear the very well presented talk about 
“Digital Radio”  by Bdale.  

Tom, N8ZM, commented on the proceedings being a bit thicker than usual. Well, we had a dozen extra 
articles in there and came up with 280 pages total. This compares to 256 pages in 2005. Leafing through the 
proceedings, you sure notice a lot of pictures and graphs, a thing I stressed in my communications with the 
authors. Another recommendation, to give a brief introduction for someone not familiar with the subject matter 
was not adhered to sufficiently. Equally disappointing was that there were not many new “microwavers” but 
rather a group of old hands. Nothing personal, just my observation. 
 
Other Activities:  I can’t report much about the other activities, since I went home to rest after the 
presentations on Friday and left soon after the banquet on Saturday. But from all indications the flea market, the 
hospitality suit and the measurements went over quite well. Of course, Tom, N8ZM, did a super job hosting the 
banquet and Joel, W5ZNm ARRL president, gave a brilliant talk dealing with today’s triangle of ham operator, 
the public, and the FCC. I heard only positive comments. Thanks should go to Mike, N8QHV, for shouldering 
many tasks including arrangements with the hotel, preparing registration envelopes, audio/video and the 
banquet. 
 
Alternate Activities (Ladies Program)  
 Mike, N8QHV, had collected a bunch of brochures, which covered almost half of the check-in table giving the 
ladies, and for that matter, everybody else plenty of suggestions how to spend the day away from the action at 
the conference. Since the hotel’s location was isolated from the closest shopping and restaurants by about a 
mile, a city map and restaurant guide was included in the envelope containing the registration badge and 
banquet tickets. 

In all seven ladies (to our knowledge) participated in the ladies program. Traudl, xyl of Gerd, WB8IFM, 
took three ladies on tour both Friday and Saturday. A party of two ladies went on their own. And another lady 
was also exploring Dayton alone. Finally, one lady excused herself and stayed at the hotel to read a book. 
 
On Friday the tour started with a brief walk along the river (Riverscape) and Downtown Dayton (Schuster 
Center and Courthouse). Next stop was the Dayton Aviation Heritage Interpretive Center. the Wright Brothers 
Bicycle Shop and the Dunbar House. After a stop at the Carillon Park’s main building, they went to Panera on 
Brown St for lunch. Heading back to town, Woodland Cemetery and UD (University of Dayton) were visited. 
The afternoon was spent at the Art Institute (free admission) with a tea break at the Café Monet. A walk through 
the Children’s Garden at the Wegerzyn Garden Center concluded the tour.  
 
Saturday started out with some shopping at the Second Street Market, followed by a visit to the Wright 
Memorial / Huffman Prairie Interpretive Center. Next was a stop at the Daisy Barrel Quilt Shop in Fairborn (on 
request of one of the ladies), before heading out to Clifton Mill. After lunch at the Mill and a short walk along 
the gorge the party headed to Young’s Dairy for ice cream. On the way back a stop in Yellowsprings and 
browsing at the quaint shops of Kings Yard concluded the tour. 
 
Reading about these tours, I plan sometime in the future to take a look at some of the mentioned sites myself! 
Nothing better than having out of town guests to learn about your town! 



 

 

 

 
Banquet Pictures by Steve, K8UD 



 

 

 

 

      
 
Find Yourself!  Banquet Pictures by Steve, K8UD 


