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Meeting Fri 23 January  
at the Hometown Buffet near SR 725 and Yankee Rd. 

in Centerville 
 

MVUS Sunday Net at 14:30 UT (currently 10:30 AM local time, EDT). 
The net frequencies are primarily 144.280 Mc and 28.960 Mc. 
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Happy New Year 2009! 
 
I like to thank everybody who sent in dues, sometimes including encouraging notes. Please 
compare your label, the date shown is the date your dues are paid up to. Let me know of 
any discrepancy. We have dropped a few guys we hadn’t heard from in years. If you 
receive your newsletter by e-mail only, your dues are $5 per year.  
 
Also I like to encourage everybody to scratch his head and try to write something for the 
upcoming newsletters. I am sure you must be doing something or running across something 
of interest to your fellow hams. We have to think ahead, younger hams will have to jump in 
and take over our society. Tom, N8ZM, Steve, K8UD and I have been in charge of MVUS 
for a long time.  
 
Let’s all get moving and have a successful New Year 2009! 

 
 Gerd, WB8IFM, hamming since WW2. 
 

Hamvention this Year: 15 / 16 / 17 May !!! 



DE N8ZM  
 
For most of the last two weeks it has been dreary and very cold here in SW Ohio, but it has 
been much colder elsewhere. So I am not going to complain; it would likely fall on many 
deaf ears.  
 
At our December meeting, we discussed a lot of interesting things, and a little bit of club 
business. The 1296 beacon antenna is ready to go if the tower climbers ever show up (that’s 
a whole story too big for this column), but we are hopeful. Gerd and Steve’s transponder is 
coming along nicely, with good help from John Human. The VHF/microwave forum is 
shaping up nicely, with Red Dakin and Mike Schulsinger moving things along. (Side note 
to Red and Mike: I had a chance to talk with Todd Collins a few days ago, and he assured 
me that we have a time slot. The show’s emphasis is on digital stuff this year, so topics 
related to WSJT, etc. for weak signal work would be especially appropriate).  
 
I have sent in the paperwork for our Hamvention booth already, and am assured that we 
will be there. The booth should be in the same location, but may have a slightly different 
number as they have revised their numbering scheme. There now are two letters added to 
indicate the part of the building in which the spaces are located. Last year I believe we had 
327C. We also had a discussion about how we could attract more people to it, but the only 
idea that seemed to catch on was ‘booth babes’. However, as my XYL laughingly pointed 
out to me that night on the way home, it is highly unlikely that any of us would ever be able 
to serve in that role, or attract anyone who meets the requirements. I think she also said that 
we (me, in particular) had darn well better not try to, either. I’d guess that the treasury 
might be hard pressed to support the expense anyway. So ideas for interesting attractions of 
a more geeky nature are definitely needed. 
 
As I write this, the January VHF contest is winding down, and the N8ZM team was not 
able to get on the air from our contest site this time due to there being over a foot of snow 
on top of a half inch of ice up on the hill. As my 4WD truck wouldn’t start anyway, we 
didn’t have the security of being able to reliably get everyone in and out this time, so we 
bagged it. Most of us did get on from home, though, so it was still a lot of fun.  
 
As Spring is fast approaching, it is time to start thinking about a Saturday tech session, so 
let me know at the meeting if you are interested. We also need to consider if we want to 
tackle another FMT, or any other new projects. 
 
And of course, Happy New Year!   Tom, N8ZM. 
 
 
Transponder Progress:  Sri, there isn’t any. John, N8VZW, left town for Florida ( he’ll be 
back!) and the wx has been really COLD. There was a break, but it was around the holidays 
with a lot of family business taking precedent! We’ll keep you posted!   73, Gerd, WB8IFM 



This and That 1-09 
 
Saving on Heating Cost.  …Of course, I had gotten a wood stove (in Massachusetts) and burned lots of 
nearby firewood, newspapers and junk mail. … If a wood stove would fit into my house in San Francisco, 
I could just burn my 60 lb per week of junk mail and cut my heating cost a lot.    [Bob Pease] 
 
Insertion Loss Acrobatics. It took me a while but then I got it. The scale had numbers like 200.0m, 
400.0m. Well the dB was missing and mdB meant milli dB or 1/1000th of a dB, fully “spelled out” we 
have 200.0 1/1000th of one tenth of one Bell; actually this is just .2 dB  [Gerd, WB8IFM] 
 
Implement Your DLP Ideas. Texas Instruments’ discovery 4000 starter kit lets developers create 
applications based on TI’s digital light processing (DLP) system. Kits start at $4999.      [www.ti.com] 
 
Listen to the Customer.  It is not always best to listen to “experts”, as it is to listen to your customers, 
who certainly know what they can use.   [Cristos Tsironis, Focus Microwaves, Montreal] 
 
Where is Ground? Crusty old Kurt tells us: the location of electrical ground really is fuzzy! The ground 
currents from your antenna go way down into the ground, they are maximum at the surface and gradually 
diminish with depth. For example they drop off to a quarter of the surface current at 45 feet at 1 MHz and 
just 20 feet at 10 MHz. This is for average ground[Kurt N. Sterba, Nov-08, World Radio] 
 
Golden Antennas. Reference Standard (antennas) should not be used for daily testing to prevent physical 
damage to them from unexpected shock impulses and vibration occurrences. Antennas used as reference 
standards should be treated as “Golden Antennas”.  [Daniel D Hoolihan] 
 
Cell Shock. I recently dropped my cell phone, inadvertently of course, and at least once or twice on a 
concrete floor, which gives it a severe shock. Each time I was very lucky as the cell phone kept working 
just fine. But soon I noticed that the battery was exhausted much sooner than usual. So, there is a good 
chance that as the electronics survived the shock, the battery did not. We all marvel at the batteries getting 
smaller to fit the small phones and cameras; the components inside, however, get thinner and more 
susceptible to shock. And these batteries are not cheap! [Gerd, WB8IFM] 
 
Hunkering Down.  …The icon of a modern-day depression might be something as subtle as the flickering 
glow of millions of televisions glimpsed through living room windows, as the nations unemployed sit at 
home filling their days with the cheapest form of distraction available.  [Drake Bennet, Boston Globe] 
 
Current Gobbling in the EU. The presently “stand by losses” of tvs, video recorders, stereos, washing 
machines, microwaves and other electrical appliances are going to be reduced. By the end of 2009 these 
losses may not exceed one watt and by 2013 not one half watt in the European Union. Today these losses 
are 10, 20 even 30 W, the equivalent of letting a light burn day and night. The manufacturer has to install a 
small component costing less than a dollar. This is no problem and has been done in Japan for some time 
already.     [Peter Sennekamp] 
 
Funny Noises. There were funny noises coming over the church’s PA systems. Two wireless microphones 
were being used. I described this to the congregation’s computer guru who also maintains computers for 
the Kettering schools. He suggested it sounded like somebody was text-messaging close by. [Jerry, 
WA8BOB]  
 
Brats.  You cannot carry on a reasonable, intelligent, and logical conversation with a brat.  A brat’s only 
purpose is to get what it wants at any cost.    [John Gyorki] 
 
Errors. To kill an error is as good a service as, and sometimes even better than, the establishing of a new 
truth or fact.     [Charles Darwin] 



More on D-STAR From the Internet (ICOM) 
 

 
How it Works 

 

 
THE SYSTEM 

 


